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Keith Peterson Letter from the Director

Mitzi Schindler DAVA's garden is flourishing. We are particularly delighted with the patterning of recycled

Natalia Ballinger borders, and our great hanging baskets, buckets and other design elements that made this project

an amazing learning experience for teens in DAVA’s Job Training program. Visiting artist Adrianna
THANK YOU! Santiago brought a new set of skills to our middle school art programs, knowing that youth would
Special Thanks to Craig Korn/VeggieGraphics for newsletter design. benefit from creating their own site-specific installation.

. We’ve had engaging discussions related to planting, caring for seedlings, and preparing the
Currentand u pcoming events soil. A heightened sense of shared responsibility has developed in concert with our flourishing
vegetable garden. Kids observe the changes as plants grow, and it has a settling effect on all of us. Kids

Super Kids

photographed foods typically found in our community; and then they made a wall of ceramic plates
Featuring artworks by DAVA youth exploring the importance of imagination in art

as part of the harvest celebration planned for August.
and life and guest artists Tracy Weil, Alicia Ordal and Katie Taft. Opening reception

DAVA's vision of community continues to evolve as student identity defines our landscape.
on Friday, September 10, 2010 from 4-8pm. Open through October 29th.

Young people weave new social boundaries, working together on art projects that

result in problem solving abilities, design skills, teamwork and fun. While

DAVA Holiday Show and Sale

young people explore their own imaginations, they add immeasurably
Opening reception on Friday, November 12, 2010 from 4-8pm. Open through

7eh. 2011 ds fund DAVA g b to our own ability as adults to listen. How do we measure this creative
January 7th, 2011. Proceeds fund DAVA art programs for youth. capital? We just multiply potential by the more than 800 incredible

individuals we welcome to DAVA arts programs every year.

Prog ram Information The complex layering of social skills and art skills that make
Please call 303.367.5886 for more information on our OASIS studio great art programs sing is difficult to measure. Small sample
and art-based Job Training programs for youth. sizes and the demands on staff whose primary role is to facilitate
DAVA Gallery: open M-F (11am to 5pm or by appointment) art projects can make data collection difficult. Does this mean

Family Arts: every Tuesday and Friday (10am to noon), call Sarah Heid
Portable Art School: call Krista Robinson

we stop pushing the boundaries of current research? Not at all.
After two years of outside evaluation, DAVA middle

school students’ grade point average (GPA) rose significantly
Downtown Aurora Visual Arts

1405 Florence Street, Aurora, CO 80010
Tel 303.367.5886 FAX 303.360.8429

www.davarts.org

compared to other students in the study. We believe in
the power of the arts in developing creative, strong
and educated youth. DAVA now has solid evidence
that its after-school programs produce significant
Donations to DAVA can now be made online. Check it out! outcomes — definitely something to cheer about!
Thank you so much for being a part of our

biggest success story yet. More to come. ...

Susan Jenson

Executive Director

Downtown Aurora Visual Arts
1405 Florence Street, Aurora, Colorado 80010

Graduating Junior Staff Sheena M., age 18, puts finishing
touches on her animation character for the fall exhibition.




Take Two!

DAVA is thrilled to welcome back
guest artist Geoffrey Chadwick of the
Colorado Film School. This summer,
DAVA's young filmmakers chose to
explore the science fiction genre as the
launching point for their foray into film.
Youth gathered exciting ideas during a
recent tour of the Colorado Film School,
where they practiced filming on state-of-
the-art cameras while they flew, jumped
and danced in imaginary scenes using a

green screen. The experience opened up — -

Guest artist Geoffrey Chadwick from the Colorado Film School
gives pointers to Job Training students Brayan G. (age 12) and
college and to possibly pursue a career  David C. (age 13).

possibilities for students to go on to

in film. Liam, age 13, remarked with
his eyes wide open, “You can go to college to do this stuff!? Wow, I wanna do that!”

Film preparations also included a remarkable acting workshop with Professor Galina
Boulgakova, a Stanislavski Method trained actress. Job Training students learned how to use
“natural behavior” as acting rather than “forced behavior.” The workshop truly helped prepare
the young artists to be able to act in
their own short films. This summer’s
short films will be screened at the
opening of DAVA's fall exhibition on
September 10th from 4-8pm.

screen backdrop on a Job Training field trip to
the Colorado Film School.

A Better Life

Jonathan P, age 11, takes flight against a green

Celebrating DAVA Youth

DAVA Board member Rochelle Rabeler was one of many
volunteers who helped make our annual luncheon a success!

DAVA’s annual luncheon on May 21st was
a smashing success! The festive event celebrated
DAVA kids’” accomplishments, paid tribute to
our many supporters and volunteers, and raised
money for programs. Keynote speaker Rico Munn,
Executive Director of the Colorado Department
of Higher Education, affirmed DAVA as a solution
within education and the arts as a beacon for
learning. The celebration honored ten current
DAVA students and presented three scholarships
for graduating Junior Staff members who are
moving forward to higher education. Both Javier
T and Sheena M. will be attending Metropolitan
State College of Denver, and Celeste S. will attend
the University of Colorado at Fort Collins. We
are incredibly proud of our seniors, and our best

wishes are with them as they follow their dreams!

Job Training students
Michael O. (age 13),
Andres C. (age 13), and
Liam M. (age 14) celebrate
at the DAVA luncheon with
Program Manager Sarah
Heid.

This summer the Biennale of the
Americas in Denver opened new dialogue
related to cultural and economic issues
in this hemisphere. As our contribution to
these themes, our exhibit, A Better Life,
features artworks by DAVA youth created
with guest artists Adrianna Santiago and
Luzia Ornelas. Paintings and drawings
related to social justice by muralist Leo
Tanguma add vibrant commentary to the
exhibition.

DAVA students learned to apply new
processes that are valuable in both art and
life, such as growing food, and making
plates and paper. They also looked at
their culture and the values of simple life
activities from a different perspective.

Students ages 7-17 in the open studio

Julissa G., age 13, tends the garden Job Training students
planted as part of A Better Life.

collaborated with artist and teacher Luzia Ornelas. They explored the creative and sustainable usage of all
parts of the banana plants from her native Brazil. The result of their exploration includes an environmental
experience with large, handmade paper leaves created from recycled paper and dried banana skins.

The combined Job Training groups (ages 11 to 14) worked with visiting artist Adrianna Santiago on

“Re:Sourcefulness”- a community based food and art
project that brought together the discussion of food,
cultures, community, life and nutrition. Students created
their own garden at DAVA, photographed cultural hot-
spots in our community, and made their own plates and
dishes.

The exhibit's closing reception on August 13th
was a celebration of foods grown by students that
demonstrated a practical application of the arts to
everyday living.

Guest artist Luzia Ornelas works with kids in OASIS Studio to
create paper made out of banana skins.

From the Ground Up Fashion Forward

Special thanks to the Art Directors
Club of Denver (ADCD) for their generous
donation of proceeds from their annual Paper
Couture fashion show. Every year, hundreds
of fashionable folks show up and are amazed
by local artists and designers who create
runway-worthy garments made entirely of
paper. Each year, DAVA students contribute
their own paper fashion, and participation in
this colorful and lively event has become a
beloved DAVA tradition. Extra thanks to
ADCD for their contribution to DAVA
programs this year.

DAVA’s building is more than sixty years old
and has served us well. However, seventeen years
of use by thousands of imaginative kids has made
it clear that DAVAs cinder block structure needs
a face—and structural—lift! Larger classrooms,
light-filled space, and a central gathering place
are at the top of kids’ wish lists for a “new and
improved DAVA.” Be a part of this exciting
adventure to provide an improved and cutting-
edge creative space for kids. Stay tuned for details
as we move this plan forward. DAVA’s building

committee has been making progress.

DAVA Kids on Top

We know DAVA kids are
great, but how do we prove it?
In 2007, we began a process of
outside evaluation to demonstrate
to other communities various ways
to impact youth development using
the arts. The most exciting part of
this process was learning that DAVA
kids have significantly higher grade
point averages than their peers.
This finding reinforces our efforts to
use the visual arts as an education
strategy during out-of-school time.
We expect an article featuring the

full report of the evaluation soon.

It’s our way of saying “art works!”

Yaeyeong P, age 7, makes a handmade stamp in the OASIS Studio.

DAVA Tidbits

Check out DAVA's brand new
website design at www.
davarts.org! Many thanks to
Philosophy Communications
for their creativity!

Thanks to our special summer
volunteers!

Summers are especially busy at DAVA, and the success
of our programs depends on our many volunteers! Thank

you for your time and energy!

Job Training and Computer Art Lab Interns: Jordan
Casteel and Lewis Preston

Garden Crew: Micah Wallace

Film Crew: Geoffrey Chadwick, Galina Boulgakova, Mira
Rosema, Rob Banks, Jhene Chase, Michael Tang, Nora Morgan
OASIS Studio Crew: Bobbianne Doerr, Jessica Gross,
Kathryn Warner, David Gregorian, Ruben Mejia, Julian
Wakefield

Become a

fan of DAVA

on Facebook
to keep up to date on
all of our activities.

facebook.com/davarts




